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On the Work of the Holy Spirit. 
THE 


CIRCULAR LETTER 


FROM THE 


MINISTERS AND MESSENGERS 


OF THE SEVERAL 


BAPTIST CHURCHES 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ASSOCIATION, 
Assembled at Nottingham, May 23, 24, 25, 


1809: 


Maintaining the important doctrines of three equa) persons in the Ged- 

- bead; eternal and personal election; original sin; particular redemption ; 

free justification bY the imputed righteousness of Christ; efficacious grace 

in regeneration ; the final perseverance of real believers; the resurrection 

of the dead; the future judgment; the eternal happiness of the righteous, 

and everlasting misery of such asdie impenitent; with the congregational 
order of the churches, inviolably : - 

To the several Churches they represent ; 


Meeting at Loscoe, and Swanwick, Derbyshire; Sutten-Ashfleld, and 
Nottingham, Nottinghamshire ; Burton-upon- Trent, Staffordshire ; Sheeps- 
head, Leicester, Sutton-in-the-Elms, Arnsby, and Foxton, Leicestershire ; 
Oakhem, Rutland; Spalding, Lincolnshire; Gretton, Clipstone, Guilsbo- 
rough, Braunston, Walgrave, Kettering, Moulton, Road, Bugbrook, Bray- 
brook, and Northampton, Northamptonshire ; Olney, Fenny- Stratford, and 

__ Avinghoe, Buckinghamshire ; Dunstable, and Luton, Bedferdshire ; and St. 
Albans, Hertfordshire. 

Grace be to you, and peace from God our Father, and from 


| Jesus Christ our Lord! 
DEAR BRETHREN, 


BEING assembled at the time and place appoinged, we 
enjoyed a pleasant and profitable interview with our bre- 
oe. In reading the letter from St. Albans, we noticed 
ri death of our worthy brother and father, Mr. Joun 

ILL; who had been a member of this association almost 
ine its commencement, and who, after an honourable 

®, finished his course in peace. Iti some of the letters 
We perceived the state of the churches not as we would ; 
ut on the other hand, several in the course of the past 
year have been comfortably provided with pastors, and 
far steater part are peaccable and prosperous. 
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: by hls Spirit, we must learn to set a hig 


The subjett to which we would invite ‘our atténtion on 


- the present occasion, is the Influence of the Spirit ; which 


it is not Our design to discuss ina doctrinal manner, (tak. 
ing it for granted you are already established “it the he. 
lief of a divine agency on the soul, and have a compe. 
tent acquaintance with its’ nature and éffects,)’ but rithee 
with a view to assist you in making & suitable improve. 
ment of what you already acknowledge and believe. As. _ 
suming-it- on. the ground of revelation for an undoubted 

fact, that there is an operation.of the Holy Ghost, to 


which the regeneration and growth in holiness of every 


christian is to be primarily imputed, and. that without it 
nothing can be done or attained to any important pur. 
in religion ;. we request your candid attention to-a 
hints respecting the most likely method of securing 
perpetuating that: blessed influence. To:this we are’ 
the more: encouraged, by remarking the numerous cau- 
tions, warnings and advices, with which the mention of 
this: subject.is. joined in.the sacred writings; sufficient, to 
shew that the doctrine of which ‘it treats:is a practical doc-: 
tring, desiznéd to supersede theuse of means, ‘or the’ 
exercise; of our.rational. powers ; but. rather to stimulate us 


 toexertion;and teach ushow-to exert them aright. ‘*-1f ye 


live in the Spirit, walk-in the ‘Spirit:" «Grieve ‘not’ the’ 
| Spirit of God, by which ye are’ sealed to the day of 

Lhe. Spirit, we must remember, is’ a most free agent, 
and though»he will not utterly forsake: the work of his 
hands, he may be expected to ‘withdraw: himself: in’a 
great. measure, .on being slighted, neglected, or 
and as our holiness and comfort depend entire 


himy2ibis for us to deportment is 


calculated to invite, and what to repel-his presence. 
_ 1. If we would wish for much of the nee of, God 
h value 
The, first communication of spiritual] influetice, is, indeed, 
imparted without this requisite ;‘for it can’ only be posr 
sessed in any adequate degree by those’ who have tasted 


that the Lord is gracious. am found ‘of them that 


‘ gseems very much to re 


2 
A, 


worthy of the-supreme Ruler ‘to‘consult his majesty, 


sought mé not.” Bat in subséqueiit' donations, the Lo 
| y much to regulate his conduct by a rule, that 
of bestowing his richest favours where he knows théy‘are 


‘most coyeted, and ‘will be most prized. The’ princi’ 


whence divine, communications flow, is free unmicrited 


Mignity ; but in the. mode of “dispensing its fraits, it 
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piois supply, till -he has excited in the 
heart aiprofound estimation of hisgifts..) == 

-No-words are adequate to express the excellence and 
dignity:of the gift of the divine Spirit. WhileSolomow 
was dedicating the temple, his great soul appears to have 
been put into a rapture at the very idea, that he whom 
the heaven of heavens could not contain, should deign to. 
dytell with man upon the earth. ‘How much more should! 
each-of us be trans when he finds the idea realised, 
by his‘own heart having become the seat of the divine’ 
» There are two:considerations drawn from scrips 
ture, which assist us in forming a conception of the mag- | 
/Therfirstis, that it is the great promise of the chris« 
tian dispensation, and \stands: in nearly the same relation: 
tous, that the coming of ithe Messiah did to pious Jews.’ 
They, waited,for the consolation of Israel in the birth of 
Christ }and; now that event is past, we are waiting, ina 
similar, manner, ,for the promise of the Spirit, of which — 
the charch has, hitherto enjoyed but the first fruits. Toa 
this; the Saviour, after his resurrection, po 


withholding CO 


heir repentance and baptism? 

said he, ‘‘ every oneof you 

in the name ‘of Jesus Christ for the remission of ‘sinsj and 
ye sliallereceive the gift:of the Holy Ghost : :for the pros 
mise, (thatis, the promise of the Spirit,) is to you and to 

all that are afar off, even as many 
“the shalli call,” The ‘apostle Puut 
places it in a similar light When he tells:us, ‘* Ohrist has 


redeenied: 
» that the blessing of.: Abraham 
and:in -what that blessin 


cation fien promised In the pr 


whom, the 


 Pectation of his aposties, as emphatically the promise of is 
be Father; which they were to receive at the: of 
afewdays;.and when it was accomplished at the day of 4 
Pentecost, we find Peter-insisting on it as the most ifius= 
tious proof of his ascension, as well as the chief fruit that a 
1 
been made 
| Lig ht come 
consists, | 
padding, ‘that we might receive the | 
of this gift, the esteemvofiounLord; § 


4 
- Waa more than a compensation to his disciples, for the 
loss of his bodily presence ; so much superior to it, that 
he tells them, it was expedient be should leave them in 
order to make way for it : ** If I go not away, the Spirit 
will not come; but if I depart, I will send him unto 
ou.” Great as the advantages were they derived from 
is society, they yet remained in a state of minority ; 
their views were contracted, their hearts full of earthly 
' adhesions, and a degree of carnality and prejudice at. 
tended them, which it was the office of the Spirit only to 
remove. From his more ample and effectual teaching, a 
eat increase of knowledge was to accrue, to qualify 
them for their work of bearing witness to Christ, anda 
powerful energy to go forth, which was to render their 
ministry, though in themselves so much inferior, far more 
-suecessful than the personal ministry of our Lord, In 
consequence of his agency, the apostles were to become 
enlightened and intrepid, and the world convinced. “ ] 
have many things to say to you, but ye cannot bear them 
now. . But when the Spirit of truth is come, he will lead 
you into all truth. He will convince the world of sin, 
of righteousness, and of judgment.” Accordingly, after 
his descent, we fiud the apostles strangely transtormed : 
an unction, a fervour, a boldness marked their character, 
to which they had hitherto been strangers ; and such con- 
Viction attended their MK that in a short time 4 
em part of the world sunk under the weapons of their 
y warfare, Nor is there any pretence for alleging, 
. that this communication was confined to miraculous gifts, 
since it is asserted to bethat Spirit which should abide in 
them for ever, and by which the church should be dis- 
tinguished from the world. He is styled, ‘ the Spirit of 
truth whom the world could not receive, because it seeth 
him not, neither knoweth him :” but it is added, ‘‘ ye know 
him, for he dwelleth in you, and shall be in you.” 
» As we are indebted to the Spirit for the first formation 
of the divine life, so it is he who alone can maintain it, 
and render it strong and vigorous. It is his office to actu 
att the habits of grace where they are already planted ; 
to, hold our souls in life, and to.‘ strengthen us that we 
_ may walk up and.dowmin the name of the Lord.”. [tis 
Wis office to present the mysteries of salvation ; the truths 
Which relate to the mediation of Christ and the riches of 
his grace, in so penetrating and transforming a manner, 
asdurender them vital, operating principles, the food and 
thesolace of our spirits. Without bis agency, howevet 
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5 
they will to us be mere dend spe- 
culation, an iner! mass . it is only when th , 
by his breath, that they 
It is his office to afford that anointing, by which 
gf, OY which we 
may know all things: not only by a light which is mere! 
directive to the understanding, but which so shines u : 
the heart, as ‘o give a relish of the swectness of d Lim 
truth, and effectually produce a compliance with its d 
tates. It belongs to him “* to seal! us to the da rel ie. 
demption ;” to put that work and character eo 
which distinguishes the children of God, as well ities ae 
ford a foretaste as an «arnest of the fature inh 
“ And hereby,” saith an »postle, “* we know tant we ro 
of God by the Spirit which he hath given us,” it 7 hie 
to subdue the corruption of o nature 
leaving us inactive spectators of the combat but w : 
gaging us to a determined resistance to every sinf 
by teaching our hands to war, and fins 
ght, so that the victory shall be cares tae gers to 
his. ‘* To help the infirmities of saints, wh = aaa 
what to aay for as they onght, by makin int “ci — 
which cannot be uttered," is 
nportant branch of his office. He ki Dice thadedinede 
gives them a glimpse of 1 
of ng goods and by exciting of th 
springs from to Gods 
Varist is the way, so it! 
ra us to walk in that way. Lest it should ted 
much to the agency of the S tit. 
not be | the obligations we owe to the Redeem sete sha 
ha Mmproper to remark, that the tend peo aan 
re advanced, rightly " willbe. 
contrar u the 
the gi the scriptures constantly remind that 
Holy Ghost is the fruit of hi iati 
« the purchase of his death. It 
Emmanuel, God with to wes his interposing as 
Man and God, that prevailed breach betwixt 
| oa the Spirit to such as beli pon the Father to commu- 
whole agency of believe. on him, and to entrust 
his sufferin ‘a his hands. As the reward ‘of 
| for men ; of whi hy cended on high, and receive] gifts 
princi ch, the right of besto he Spirit i 
pal, that the estowing the Spirit is the 
Lord God might dwell among them, 
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_The bestowment, in every instance, through the suc. 
_cessive periods of the church, looks back to the death of 
the Redeemer,as the root and principle whence it takes 
‘its tise, andl consequently is calculated to enlarge our 
conceptions of his office and character, as the copiousness 
of the streams evinces the exuberance of the fountain. 
To bim the Spirit was first given above measure; in him 
it resides as in an inexhaustible spring, to be imparted in 
_. the dispensation of his gospel to every member of his mys- 
tical body, in pursuance of the purpose of his grace, and 
the ends of hisdeath. It is his Spirit, called, ** the sup- 
ply. of the Spirit of Christ Jesus,” not only by reason of 
the essential unton which subsists between the persons of 
the Godhead, but because the right of bestowing it was 
ascertained to him in the covenant of redemption. 

2. If we would wish to enjoy much of the light and in- 
fluence of the Spirit, we must seek it by fervent prayer. 
There are peculiar encouragements held out in the word 
-of God to this purpose. ‘‘ Ask, and ye shall receive; 
seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened 
you.” To illustrate the readiness of our heavenly 
_ Father to bestow this blessing, our Lord borrows a com- 

parison from the instinct of parental affection, which 
prompts a cpm io give with alacrity good things to his 
children. He willnot merely supply his wants, which be- 
nevolence might prompt him to do with respect to 
stranger, but he will do it with feelings peculiar to the 
_, parental relation, and will experience as much pleasure 1A 
- conferring, as, the child in receiving his favours. It!s 
- thus with our heavenly Father: he delights in exercising 
_ Kindness to his children, and especially in promoting their 
spiritual welfare. . He gives not. merely with the liberal- 
ity of. a prince, but with the heart of a father. [ts 
» worth remarking, that in relating the preceding discourse, 
‘while one evangelist makes e mention of the Spirit, 
: another speaks only of good things, intimating that the 
communications of the Spirit, comprehends whatever 
» good. Otherthings niay, or may not be ultimately b 
)»@ial: they are either ofa doubtful nature in themselves; 
are rendered'so by the propensity our corruption givesus 
them . But-theinfluence of the Spirit; by its effica- 
joey in subduing that corruption, must be invariably bene 
«ficial ; it is such an. immediate emanation frem God, the 
» fountain of blessedness, ‘that it-cani never fail of being 
essentially, and eternally good. It is also.¢¢ 
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_ serving our attention, that the injunction of seeking it by 
_ prayer, is prefaced by a parable constructed on purpose 
to teach us the propriety of urging our suit with impor- 
tunity. In imploring other gifts, (which we are at li- 
pberty todo with submission,) it is still a great point of 
. duty to moderate our desires, and to be prepared for a 
, disappointment, because, as we have already remarked, 
itis possible the things we aresecking, may neither conduce 

» to the glory of God, nor to our ultimate benefit; for who 
knoweth what is good for a man all the days of this his 
vain life! But when we present our requests for a larger 
_ measure of his grace, we labour under no such un- 
_ certainty,we may safely let forth all the ardor and vehem- 
ence of our spirits, since our desires are fixed upon what 
is the very knot and juncture, where the honour of Ged 
and the interests of his creatures are indissolubly united. 
» Desires after grace, are, in fact, desires after God; and 
» how is it possible they can be too vehement or intense, 
when directed to such an object? His gracious presence 
is not like the limited goods of this life, fitted to a parti- 
cular, crisis; or adapted to a special exigency in a fluctu- 
) ating scene of things; it is alike suited to all times and 
‘seasons, the food of souls, the proper good of man, 
_ under every aspect of providence, and even exchange of 
«worlds. ‘* My soul,” said David, ‘‘ panteth atter God, 
yea, for the living God. My soul followeth hard after 
(thee: thy right hand upholdeth me.’ The most emi-- 
' Benteffusions of the Spirit we read of in scripture, were 
‘Not: only afforded to prayer, but appear to have taken 
place at the very time that exercise was performed. 
» the descent of the Holy Ghost, at the day of Pentecost, 
Was while: the disciples were with one accord in one 
“place; and after the imprisonment of Peter and John, 
who being dimissed went to theirown company, ‘* While 
vthey prayed, the place where they were assembled was. 
‘shaken with amighty wind, and they were all filled with 
(the Holy Ghost.” hen a new heart and a new spirit 
* Ste'‘promised in Ezckicl, it is added, ‘‘ I will yet for this 
“be of by the house of Israel, to do it forthem.” 
Habitual dependence on divine influence is an im- 
duty. “This, may be considered as opposed to 
‘lee ath first, to. depending. on ourselves to the neg- 
, of divine agency ; next, to despondency and dis- 
vthe ») When the Holy Spirit has condescended to take 
tien of souls, it is unquestionably great presump- 
‘© enter upon duty in the’same manner as - no such 
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assistance were needed, or to be ex a; and the re. 
sult will be as with Sampson, whosaid, *¢ I will go forth 
and shake myself, as in time past, while he wist not that 
the Lord was departed from him.” It is one thing to ac. 
knowledge a dependence on heavenly influence in 
lation, and another thing so to realize and to feel it as to 
say from the heart, ‘¢ J will go in the strength of the Lord 
God.” A mere asseut to this proposition, that the Spirit 
must concur in the production of every great work, (an 
assent net easily withheld wihout rejecting the scrip. 
tures,) falls very short of the practical homage due from 
feeble worms to so great an Agent; and a most solemn 
and explicit acknowledgment of entire dependence, 
may reasonably be expected. When you engage in 
prayer, or in any other duty, endeavour to enter upon it 
with a serious and deliberate recollection of your need of 
the Spirit. Let the consciousness of your weakness and 
insufficiency for every good work, be a sentiment rendered — 
oa to your minds, and deeply impressed on your 
earts. 
But while we recommend this, there is another extreme 
against which we think it our duty to guard you, and that 
is, a disposition to despondency and distrust. We are most 
_Yready to acknowledge that the assistance you need is 
most free and gratuitous, neither given to our deset 
nor flowing from any natural connection subsisting ¢ 
twixt our endeavours and the exertion of divine agency. 
The Spirit of God is a free Spirit ; and it is impossible to 
Conceive how either faith or prayer should have an 10 
trinsic efficacy in drawing down influence from heaven. 
There is, however, a connection established by divine 
vouchsafement, which entitle believers to expect, in the 
use of means, such measures of gracious assistance as are 
requisite to sustain and support them in their religious 
course. The Spirit is spoken of as the matter of promise 
to which every christian is encouraged to look : * the 
Promise is to you and'to your children, and to as many 
as the Lord your God shall call.”” Agreeable to- this, 
is represented as the express purpose of Christ’s becom 
@ curse for us, that the ‘* promise of the Spirit .m'g 
Come on the Gentiles through faith.” The same 
Pectation is justified by the Saviour’s own declaration, 
when on last and great day of the feast he 
stood and cried, ‘ whoever is athirst, let hima come unto 
- me and drink, for he that believeth on me, out of bis 
belly shall flow rivers of living water:’ this, says !D¢ 
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evangelist, ‘ he spoke of the Spirit, which they that be- 
Iieve on him should receive.’ 

The readiness of the Holy Ghost to communicate him- 
self to true believers, is also evinced by the tenor of 
evangelical precepts ‘¢ be ye strong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his might."” To commend a person to 
be strong, seems strange and unusual language, but is suf- 
ficieutly explained when we reflect, that a portion of 
spiritual power is ready to be communicated, to those 
who duly seek it: ‘* be ye filled with the Spirit,” which is 
the exhortation of the same apostle, takes it for granted 
that a copious supply is at hand, sufficient to satiate the 
desires of the saints, We are ata loss to account for 
such precepts, without supposing an established connec- 
tion betwixt the condition of believers, and the further 
communication of divine influence. ‘othe same pur 
Paul speaks with apostolic authority, ‘‘ this Isa glk in 
the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh ;” 
and Jude inculcates the duty of ing in the Spiri 
which would be strange if no dive to 
tained ; and as prayer is a duty of daily occurrence, the 
injunction implies that itis ready to be imparted to ch 
tians, not by fits and starts, or at distant intervals ‘in 
astaied regular course. 
For this reason, when we h isti ini 

are under the necessity of ascribing it to th ees den 
petthat we mean to deny there own fault : 
this affair, or that the Spirit like b Bloteth 
where it listeth.”” But it be 
how adverting to the situation of real believ 
‘entitled to the promise, and though it is solihle there 
is much of soverei ty 
we apprehend it rather th 

which are consolatory than such asare tify 
fluences of the Spirit toad yet it is manifest, some in- 
Others to purification. : 
of, objects which out f 

lons of God, the excell 

mir tution of th ency of Christ, the ad- 
comes under our view the 
uupeakable and fruit of which 1s joy 
immediately im gory y others, we are more 
. pr 6 dab a lasting sense of our ex- 
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treme! unworthiness, and made to mourn over remain 
corruption, and the criminal defects inherent in our bes 
- services. 

*. Jn the midst of such exercises, it is possible hope may 
anguish. and comfort be reduced to a low ebb, yet the 
odivine life may be still advancing, and the soul growi 
-in humility, deadness to the world, and the mortifica. 
tion of her own will, as the sap during winter retires to 
the root of the plant, ready to ascend and produce ver. 
dure and beauty on the return of spring. This is the will 
(of God, even our sanctification ; and,though he delights 
‘in comforting his people at proper seasons, he is much — 
iless:intent on this, than in pro. oting their spritual 
“provement, to which in this their probationary state 
vevery thing is made subservient. Let us not then con- 
. foand:the decay of consolation with the decay of piety, 
‘nor imagine we can want 4he aids necessary to prevent 
thedatter, unless weihave forfeited them by presumption, 
Negligence, ‘and *stoth. Whenever christians. sensibly 
decline in religion, they ought to charge themselves wit 
» the guilt: of having grieved the Spirit; they should take 


_~'the alarm, ‘repent and do'their first works ; they are 


“fering under the rebukes of that paternal justice, which 

God exercises in his own family. Such a measure of 
pgracious assistance in the use of means, being by the 
tenor of the»new covenant ascertained to real christians, 
- as is requisite for their comfortable walk with God, to 


“find it» withheld, should engage them in deep’ searchings 


heart; and make them fear lest a promise being left 
“them of entering into resty-they should appear to come 
“shortof it... But this leads us'to observe, in the last 

>) hei If-we wish to enjoy the light of the Spirit, we must 
-take-care to maintain a deportment suited to the charac- 
“ter of ‘that divine agent... When the apostle exhorts us 
Not to grieve the Spirit of God, by which we are sealed 
“to the’ day of redemption, it. is forcibly implied that he 1s 
Susceptible of offence, and that tooffend him involves heinous 
“ingratitude andifolly ingratitude, for -what a requital is 
‘this for being sealed tothe day of redemption ; and folly, 
“inasmuch as we fitly‘say on this; as Paul did on 4 
® different: occasion, .**:who is he'that maketh us glad, but 
‘othe-same that is'madesorry by us;” have we any other 
‘comforter: when he is withdrawn? Is there a single my 
light can visit us in his absence, can we be safe for 
“a moment without his guidance and support ? If the 
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smense and infinite Spirit, by a mysterious condescension 
“dei t0 take the of a ought it not 


“Jd the most implicit submission? ‘The appropriate 
= ms toa faithful and experienced guide is a ready 
compliance with his dictates; and how much more may 
this be expected, when the disparity betwixt the parties 


j a is no less than infinite. ‘The language of the 


in 


y Ghost, in describing the manners of the ancient 
Israelites, is awfully monitory to professors in every age ; 


-“¢ihey rebelled and vexed his Holy Spirit, therefore he 
turned to be their enemy and fought against them.” As 
we wish to avoid whatever is more curious than useful, 
we shall not stay to enquire precisely on what occasions, 


or to what extent the Spirit 1s capable of being resisted : 
it may be sufficient to observe, it is evident from melancholy 
experience, that it is very possible to neglect what isthe 


_obvious tendency of his motions, which is invariably to 
. produce universal holiness. The fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, long suffering, goodness, meekness, 


gentleness, temperance, faith: whatever is contrar 


to these, involves an opposition to the Spirit, and is 


directly calculated to quench his sacred influence. From 


his descending on Christ in the form of a dove, as well 


as from many express declarations of scripture, we may 


with certainty conclade the indulgence of all the iras- 
cible and maligant passions to be peculiarly repug- 
nant to bis nature; and it is remarkable, that the in- 
Junction of not grieving the Holy Spirit, is immediately 


followed by a particular caution against cherishing such 


8 pean ** let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, 


clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you 


With all malice. And be ye kind one to another; tender 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s 


J 
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nee wherever such desires prevail, they wat 


‘sake hath forgiven you.’? Have you not found by ex- 


penience, that the indulgence of the former has destroyed 
t self-recollection and composure, which are soessenti- 


salto devotion. Vindictive passions surround the soul with 
“& sort of ‘turbulent. atmosphere, than which nothing can 


be conceived more Opposite:to that calm and holy light 
10 which the blessed Spirit loves to dwell. ° The indul- 
ence sensual lusts, or of whatever enslave the soul to 
appetites. of the body, in violation of the rales of 
Chasity, it seems almost unnecessary toadd, 
mustshave a direct tendency to quench his ‘sacred in- 


inst 
‘soul, immerse it in Carnality) and utterly 
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it to every thing spiritual and heavenly. That which, 
born of the Spirit ts Spirit, it bears a resembiance to its 
author in being a spiritual production, which requires to 
be nourished by divine meditation, by pure aad holy 
thoughts. 

_ If you wish to live in the fellowship of the Spirit, you 
must guard with no less care against the enc: oachments 
of worldly-mindedness, recollecting we are christians just 
as far as our treasures and our hearts are placed in heaven, 
and no farther. A heart overcharged wiih the cares of 
this world, is as disqualified for converse with God, and for 
walking in the Spirit, as by surfeiting and drunkenness; 
to which, by their tendency to iutoxicate and stupity, 


they bear a great resemblance. . 


How many, by an immuderate attachment to wealth; 
and by being determined at all events to become rich, 


have fallen into Wivers foolish and hurtful lusts, and 


themselves through with many sorrows; and where 
he result has not been so signally disastrous, a virible 
Jangour in religion has ensued, the friendship of serious 
christians been shunned, and the public ordinances of 
religion attended ‘with little fruit or advantage. As !t1s 


the design of the Spirit in his sacred: visitations to form 


- than to bury our souls in earth; it is xs impossible for 


-™s for an habitual converse with spiritual and eternal 


objects, nothing can tend more directly to contract it, 


the eye of the mind, as for that of th» body to look 


opposite ways at once; nor can we aim at the things 


which are seen and temporal, but hy losing sight of 


those which are unseen, and are eternal. 


Yendered spiritual;) they are dis 
» and to comply with: the 


grace; the pare ready to take that precise impression which 
. Corresponds with the mind and pu 


But though a general attention to the duties of piety 
an‘ virtue, and careful avoidance of the sias opposed to 
these, “is certainly included in a becoming deportment to 


the Holy Spirit, perhaps it is not aii that is included. 
The children “of ‘God 


their being led by the Spirit : led, evidently not impelled, 
driven forward in a head 
or 


are characterised in scriptus 


long course,. without choice 
; but being by the constitution of their mature, 
rational aod intelligent, and by the influence of grace, 
posed to obey ata touch, 
gentler insinuations of divine 


rpose of the Spirit. You 


are aware of ‘what ‘consequencé ‘it is in worldly concer’ 
to embrace apportanities, and to improve critical seasons} 
- e@aduthas, 


in the, things of. the Spirit, there are 
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liarly favourable m od 
where mach more may be Py 
of our ‘ritual interest than usual. Th e advancement 
the Spirit, unexpected influence of li “a are gales of 
which no assiduity in the means of ght 
hut which it isa great point of command, 
the husbandman is attentive to the vicissi to improve. If 
and the face of the sky, he Baits tates of weather, 
the full benefit of every gleam 
falling shower, how — and every 
shouid we be, in watching for 4 alert and attentive 
above, which are necessary to ripen infuences trom 
ious crop? As the natural La and mature a far more 
under the guidance of another 4 Sekai of being long 
his meaning, so that we can mect per perception of 
are verbally expressed ; somethin f 
ment, accompanied with instant ready discern- 
ably be expected from those wh ae, 
led by the Spirit. o profess to be habitually 
Pear design of his operation is in i | 
of same, the production of boli eae vide nae 
which that consists, and th  soeaamad but the branches 
ue rendered subservient to e exercises of mind which 
7 tent on walking in the Spi are various, and he who 
that train of thoug will be careful to fall 
ection to which he is especie and cherish that cast of 
docility in this zes eae y invited. For want of 
age loss. Permit u he is probable we have often 
ds of enqui us here to suggest t 
sn quiry. You have uggest two or three 
obj usness of mind, the d a felt a peculiar 
s has faded away or bets usive glare of worldl 
death and eternity. ome dim before youre 
fixing ‘tes Have you improved such 
practical conclusions aber and establishing those 
fil sind; when thines ec produce an habitual 
? You have ings appear under a diff 
lo prays a es found, instead of 
you felt as if persuasion to that 
ing but the re ‘ith these motions, and a 
from pourin claims of absolute necessity and suffered 
Spirit is your hearts at a throne As 
Ses Which ca make intercession for sai grace? The 
Weffable | nnot be uttered: wh saints, with groan- 
be os ongings after God, Soom you have felt those 
? have you stretched you indulged them to 
q | ee sail, launched 
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_ tobe ever so valid, a little reflection may convince yous 


the Lord ' by the et) amo 


14. 
forth into the divine persactions and promises. 
and possessed yourselves as much as possible of 
fulness of God There are moments tha 
of a good man is more tender, has a nicer and mote dis. 
criminating touch than usual ; the evil of sin in general 
and of his own in icular, appears ina more pure and 
piercing light. Have you availed yourselves of such 
seasons as these for searching into the chambers of 
imagery, and while you detected greater and 
abominations, been at — to bring them out, and 
slay them before the Lord ? Have such visitations effected, 
something towards the mortification of sin? or hav 
they been suffered to expire in mere ineffectual resolu. 
tions? The fruits. which godly sorrow produced in the 
Corinthians, were thus beautifully pourtrayed: what 
carefulness itwrought in you, yea what clearing of yours 
selves, yea what indignation, yea what fear, yea what 
vehement desire, yea what revenge. There are moments 


In the experience of a good man, when he feels a more 


than ordinary softness of mind; the frost of selfishness — 
dissolves, and his heart flows forth in love to God and 
his fellow. creatures. How careful should we be to 
cherish such a frame, and to embrace the opportunity of 
subduing resentments, and of healing those sore wounds ~ 
which it is scarcely possible to avoid in passing through 


this unquiet world, 


There is a holy skill in turning the several parts of 
christian experience to account, analogous to what the 
votaries of the world display in the improvement of every 
conjunction, from which it is ible to derive any 
emolument ; and though the end they propose is mean 
and contemptible, the steadiness with which they pursue 
it;,and their dexterity in the choice of means, deserve 
imitation. In these respects they are wiser in thew 
generation than the children of light. 


Do not allow yourselves to indulge in religious sloth, 


or to way. to the solicitations of the tempter from 4 
confidence in the safety of your state, or in your spirit 
immunities as christians. The habitual prevalence 
such a disposition, will afford a much stronger proof 
insincerity, than am § arguments which can be addu 
for the contrary ; admitting your pretensions to piety 


that a careless and negligent course will 
the severest rebukes. 


you open to 
** You only have | known, gt 

ng all. the families of 
earth, therefore will I visit you for all your iniquities. 


7 


Remember, dear brethren, we profess a 
lation to God as his children, his Naat renee 
his temple; the character of that glorious bein aot Or 
his igen will be contemplated by the wor! chief 
through the medium of our spirit and conduct, whi h. 
ought to display, as in a mirror, the virtues of him rs | 
hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous lieder 
Itisstrictly appropriate to the subject of our present edi. 
tations, toremind you that you are templ 66 
says the apostle, *‘ are the temple of the livin ‘Go " 
God hath said, i will dwell in them, and walle j the nf 
and I will be their Grod, and they shall be m rn le 
What purity, sanctity, and dignity ma 
in bear sucha character! A christi 
look upon himself.as something sacred and d ec gpa 
that what involves but an ordinary deg f 
in him partakes of the 
what.is a breach of trust 1 
fanation of b 
pray that nothing may be allowed 
that is not suitable to tk 
God. Final residence of the holy and 
all fithiness of flesh and spi cleanse oursetves 
of the Lord. perfecting holiness 
JARMAN, Moverartor. 
BREVIATES, 
evening vi | 
with coms, SSH Jarman, minister of the place 
The lett yer; after which he was ch ; 
from the churches were read; 
prayer. | ; aud brother Nicholls 
ay morning vi 
at the half-past x. Assembled f 
Brother make them drink of th Psalm xxxvi. 8. 
juliet Heighton prayed, -Brothér Sutcli of thy pleasures, 
26. The disciples Sutcliff preached from 
e yer... 
Citéufar er and messengers having retired 
The awn up by broth 
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16 
1. That in recommendiog cases of meeting-houses to be 
collected for among the churches, we judge it adviseable, x 
ministers, not to sign any case, without being previously 
consulted as to the expediency of building, and satisfied as to 
the economy of the expenditure. | 
2. As the waut of acceptable ministers has long beens 
matter of serious complaint in the churches, we have observed 
with pleasure, not only another seminary established at Brad. 
ford in Yorkshire, but a society formed by our brethren in 
London, for furnishing young ministers, whose piety and 
talents are approved by the churches, with at least two yean 
instruction, previous to their engagement in the work: And 
as we learn that the funds of this society are already more 
than equal to their applications, we consider it as a call to 
the churches to look out from amongst them such young 
. persons as appear to be devoted to Christ, and most suited 
to the work, and to draw forth their gifts by proper ¢s. 
couragement. | oe 

-evening vi. Brother Fuller began with prayer. 
Brother Hall preached from Ephes. ii..1. You hath he quick. 
ened who were dead in trespasses and sins ; and concluded 
with prayer. | 

_ Thursday morning vi. Brother Joseph Hall prayed. Some 
of the ministers gave a brief account of their exercises during 
the past year. Settled the business of the Association Fund. 
The meeting was concluded with prayer by the moderator. 

The subject for the next year’s letter, The promise of 
Spirit, the grand encouragement in the promotion of the 
i Brother Fuller requested to write it. 

he next Association to be held at Leton, on Tuesday and 
‘Wednesday in Whitsun week, 1810. Brethren Nicholls aud 


' State of the Churches since the last Association. 
fession of faith 101 death 42 


Added letter... (63 Diminished 2 By dismip 
| Restored 9? By exclus. 1 
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£ DON: PRINTED AND. TABERNACLE 


tie Nature, Design; and Advantages of 
THE 


CIRCULAR 
MINISTERS AND MESSENGERS 
OF THE SEVERAL 
BAPTIST CHURCHES 
OF THE 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ASSOCIATION, 
Assembled at Northampton, May 19, 20, 21. 
1812. 


-* 


| Maintaining the im nt doctrines of three equal person sin the 
ead: eternal and personal election; orizinal sin; particular re- 
ption; free jnitifteation by the imputed righteousness of Christ ; 


levers; the resurrection of the dead ; the future judgment; the et 
happiness of the righteous, and everlasting misery of such as die ime 
penitent ; with the congregational order of the churches inviolably; — , 
To the several Churches they represent; 
Meeting at Loscoe; and Swanwick, Derbysbire s Sutton-Ashfield, Col- 
ingham, Newark-upon-Trent, and Nottingham, Nottinghamshire; 
‘Burton-upon-Trent, Staffordshire; Sheepshead, Leicester, Sufton-in- 

the-Elms, Arnsby, and @éxton, Leicestershire ; Oakham, Rutland ; 

» Spalding, Lincolnshire ; Gratton, Clipstone, Guilsborough, Braunston, 
Walgrave, Kettering, Moultoh; Road, Bughrook, Braybrook, and 
Northampton, N orthamptonshire; Olney, Fenny-Stratford, and Iving- 
Buckinghamshire; Dunstable, and Luton, Bedfordshire; and 
_ Albans, Hertfordshire. | | 


Grace be to you, and peace from God our Father, and from 
Jesus Christ our Lord! 
WE have the pleasure to inform you, that we me 


~ 


im peace at the time and place appointed. The in-~ 


telligence from the chatches has been mueh more en- 


_ ©0uraging than it was this year.* Our increase is but 


Small, most. of the churches, however, lave pastors, 
Ceably to the promise which we made at our 

annual meeting, ,we this year undertake to ad- 
ess you on the) nature, design, and advantages of 
| SPociations. We do not recolicct, that in any former 

ome regret to state that no lettters were received from the churches 


Sphiding, but we havelearcned thatoer brother Crapps, 
ta bed his y years was panies of the chasch at Spalding, has this yeas 


efficacious grace in regeneration; the final perseverance of 
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